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Then THE PETOSKEY ZOO 

Now THE WINTER SPORTS PARK 



PETOSKEY CITY PARK aka SWAN LAKE CITY PARK 

The Petoskey Record 
Local & Personal, page I 
Wednesday, July 17, !~07 

Alligators for the Park. 
~rr. ~athan Monte;omery has made 

a 'laluable gift to the city park in the 
shape of fonr healtby alligaton, the 
larg-ei!t of which ·e three feet and the 
oext in size two and a hal f feet long. 
These alligators a.re famous as being 
part oi the largest eaten known to be 
made at St. Augustine, and at which 

, 25 , an old a1.ligator and 24 young ones, 
were taken. Tbe alli gator was well 
lrnown to bunters for bein g wil y and 

i bad been a temptinj! \.:a i t for many 
ao ex.citing hunt. Vii hen caught one 
toe wae found to be shot off and other 
marks showed it bad been shot at and 
bit a number of times. 

T he catch repreeented four genera­
t loni, Mr. Montgomery wae one of 
the party that caugbt them. They 
will be a great drawing card for the 
c y parlc when installed tbere. 

************ 
The Petoskey Record 
Local & Personal, page 1 
Wedne day, July 31, 1907 

be fh·e alligators preee-nted the 1 
city park by .Mr . .:\atban Montgom-; 
err, ha, e been im1tal1ed in their new = 

quarters and attracted a rrrat deal 
of atten t :on on "'uudav. It wa!l er• 
tainiy am'Js ln2: to hear the remarks 
of the children ome of whom had 
ne'i'er ~een an a lil!ator aoa did not 
recogni 1ie hero from tbeir pictures. 
The lar~est one is about three feel 
long a.od ite age is said to be about 25 
years. 

The Petoske Record 
Local & Personal, page 1 
August 21, 1907 

Anyone that doubted the wisdom 
of · establishing a city park here 
should visit our park on a Sunday 
and see the crowd of men, women 
and children who take advantage of 
the holiday to spend a few hours 
there. • The number who were there 
last unday was probably larger than 
usual on account of the band con­
cert-, but long before time for the 
music it was filled with people who 
wandered around to look at the 
animals, or sat down to rest in the 
shade. The alligators were a source 
of wander to many and it was laugh­
ab le to hear the remarks made about 
them. They l::i.y perfectly quiet and 
i t was hard to tell whether they 
were·•,dead or alive they were so mo­
tionless. Children inquired if they 
could climb the fence, if they conld 
jump, etc., and more than one group 
threw sticks and sma.11 stones at 
them to arouse them to some sort of 
stunt, but the alligators never moved. 
The band stand has been placed in 
a very advantageous position and the 
music could be heard from all parts 

: of t he park and many expressions of 
I . 

\ appreciation were heard for the :fine 
I pro~m given. 

************ 
Petoskey Evening ews & Daily Resorter 
Friday, July 9, 1915, page 3 
I ~ A l't?gttl/ll' ~ure enough 1{10 uk ey I 
: n 1· 1· 1v e tl by express F'rid u y f n1· thl' . 

City park anti was talt 1·u :H t111 c <..• to 
his ne w t·a ge th e r e. J\1r .. \loulc'i:'y (1 --:-

L:'. t.lt>d lo ::tlnrt things the rninutt:1 I, . 

ai-rtvetl In Petoskey an,J r u l!hinl:; 

through the barn of Id s (' :tge ut'}W ll 

.s wi 1ii ug p ncil:.., IJooks. ~ t <: ., from tllc f 
··x1H·e~:; 1uesseuger. I 



Petoskey Evening New & Daily Resorter 
Friday, July 9, 19 5, page 3 

I --.\ reguhJ r irnr_e enough 1;1on key I 
; u l'l'i ved l)y express F'ridar for tltt.'. 

Citr oark and was takc•u nt uucc to 
his new ('age there . . Mr. _\lonkey d-:­
c: dt;>d to start th ings tlle minute he 
a1·1·ivet1 in Petoskey and rcuchini=; 
tllrough the barn uf his_ c:1ge l.Je~an 
.swiping pencil.;, books. ~t<: ., from the f 
cxpri;::,::; rnesseuger. 

************ 
Petoskey Evening News & Daily Resorter 
Friday,Sept3,1915,page2 

-rhe • monkey at tlle , 'P;tosl<ey 
City· park g·ut Jooae li'1·lsjt\f forenoon 
anti kept a u uml>'J~r/Of boys busy 
drnsing him abo.u~;tth i cast pnrt or 
the city for sny_~Ylll hours. He at. 
last llecume tJ_i:_pd.' uf befug chaser! n.nd 

left for th~jf Pli rt of. lh_e city ttllJal.:eut 
to tl e Citf.•-park. 1t is not yet known 
.whc thc,:,.elhe returned to 111s cngo or 
not. .:f" ... .,. 

************ 
.... Excerpt from .... 
Petoskey ews-Review 
Tue day February 22, 1977 
Cannon reared at hanging of Garfield's Killer 

. . . Tradition reveals that paths lead one up the 
valley to old City Park, which became the City Zoo 
and later, Winter ports Park. The north hill about 
half a block west of the north end of Bay View Ave. 
was known as Flag Pole Hill in the Park. Here was a 
flag pole and "No. 27 ' looking over the top of the 
hill out onto the bay, as if guarding the city of attack 
by ea. 

John Deschermeier visited the zoo and cannon 
many times as a lad, and recalls that the cannon was 
still there in 1928. After that it was stored with its 
other tube until the Veteran Park was created in 
1842, there in wartime and until 1876 it reminded 
motorists, that America had given her men to 
defend our precious country ... 

Peto key Evening ews & Daily Resorter 
Monday, July 19, 1915, page 3 

,1u :\E E\." .'.T {'!TY 11:\lt!\ 

!':;-i{' .\l'ED Sl"\D.\\- :\XI> 

\\'.'\~ (.':\ l''ITH hi) JIU\ It\\-. 

'l''.H' 111on li' PY ;: ·_ lh; . ('.it~· 11 :1r t h::,,; 

.. i ,'<' 11 11' ·,; !·cl:' l)Cl'! all i i'l(h ()r lrnuh'(' 
~ T' :-;i 1 ,·:' I. i. · :· rri ral in l1 11 1osl•:c.•r. .. nr. 
l i l t ,1, '..t:l lu\'; i'.i :diout. a.-; a monk• ')' 1 

<: :Ill IJ.i ;'. nil i\!:u ,n: :i!in nl !:ow il 1 gl'l I 
(lll l• ·il ,.; .,. , .. ... ,. :,,._ :.; ir•k a..; a11Ytl1in!?;. 

\ I, '"' - I:°:'• • • • ~ 

~·.wd:t\' !1H 11:t('!Jil!JJ:,· d Ii i :~ 1·1l:1i11 

,lt :<1 \\':I~ · llll : (•; 1pt11rd i uniil Mo11rluy 
·ur1:1!<•01\ \\'h: .1 11 ·: w .. ,; d l ·co,·crn1l in 

· 11{: rra r r.,l ti ,: CP11!.-:t1.w;~ gru ·i . l'? :t t 

r.1e: m::iu· ur li:bcrty a1i<~ \\'e~t 
,\!i C'lt r: l! ~tr r.;;ts ~ .. t,.1:1lin!,!; 1·1; ~;: 

He wa:: f:,.' C· ll t \;\ ·J ~, in i It(• (111~· 11 11 

1 h roof of. tll ;1t slu1 e :\Jld \Yhc-u scv­

Pr ;;\ nH:n t ·ir' d t o c:ip ur ~ h im h" 
I ;{1, _.,l ~1) Ii •:· n.of d t'!c l'h :ir l,•:; 

1,; rn ::;t r (.:;l 1!: ·11<· :~ a11d t l.·~·H ~n to a 1r~·­

itild r ,a, ·l·•:l1 :1 ,, gr,rnn~l , ml !li~ ;qi-

• JlCil l'C~l. J, .er be w;1 .., c ~: Ut~llt. i ll lhc 
I slu ·e. 
! ...:111·•ll;•y a( nwon '.: :. v •r: l rn en and l ~ • • ~ .. 

: bGy;:i t l' !t;•l t1J l:Ol'IIC:;' lt! :J: 11 L,1kl 

l~· l r r·d . aJ11l ai <'IF~ tim1..: l ;111 ltim .-:11r­

rc,u1 dcd at I h~ Lv,\dt popt·ur11 w.~g,rn 

l •.\"l " l't ti 1· .ill :,: f..:ll1 1, · w:·s havii1:; a 

; r, a!.-l t r ll t!l l :i t : < 1)r:! ,1:-upp ·d 1w a r· ht-· 
I l . • ' ' ' ''l'"i'" 1 JI/• '{" I \ '' :t !· (ll\. t ( ' \I , •. ,l ~\) ( l- 1 . ._ '-U •• • • 

1 (hr.; olt1 opi.·i·a 1!, ll' .-t: '; ut 11::.1, i;1~t!d lt 
: ;.·;r1t. a \,· ,1y . IE-.; k q i,!l ·a _'t, h,, Ill!\' ' 

I Ila ~; l i111 b ,l!i11c_l lr'.L"kE:d 1l 1!or: ;rn11 

I l o)ll.'S to li. ('l'P !urn l, > a 't •:-is t a f !! i • 

! (I ' •• il. 



PETOSKEY CITY PARK aka SWAN LAKE CITY PARK 

Petoskey Evening News & Daily Resorter 
Wednesday, September 8, 1915, page 2 

L ,\ U O.F NIN_E l"E,UlS IS 

llAIJLY CIIEWr,:1> HY B~.:\lt 

A'l' CI'rY l'AHh 'lTBS OAl:. 

g rl warc! I_.oclle r, 11hi"c-year-old so: 
or lfr. 1t1Hl .i\ira . .T. M. Lo cher,- of 11,e 

\\ ltt, )flch ., who l in s 11:·en speud ia ; 
hls vaca.tiou with his grnu<.lparentE 
;\f r . nn d Irs, BUward Louht>r, uf l! 
1<:nat Lalrn street. was frii-;-hlfully in . 

.iuren ut about, II o 'r. lu ·Ir \V~dnesda• 
moruiui; wl: en u11 l' or tile be,• 1·s ;· 
the City park chewi:u a large JJ '.eee 
n r f1 e!;h from tho boy's r ight hip, un. 
other pie~e from h is right ~• l!;ow [Ult 

also chowed !iii:; ri gh t .roo t. 
The lad., who has been :l. grna t 

frlt:!nd of K~per St.<!ph eusu11 . or UH.. 
f)ity park, and who has gone with 
hlm Dearly erery clay of his sla¥ 

whilo he ntt ndc<l the unimals rh ~r~. 
was wlth him \Vetlnesda.y mun1ing 
while Ile cleaned tho bear lJ 11::;. . fr. 
l-3lcpbenson warn cJ the !au not to 
,·om e 11ear th e pe n!< while he w :i s in 
1::1 11.l e wo1· l<i u~ but tlle la.d soon fo1·gnt 
in stn1ctloUB and gratluully urcw 
t·luser to whe1=0 t.hc bears were. Ile 
w.1.s standing near one of thP. doon; 
ut' the tien when one of the bears 
rendwu through the !Jars aud 
ca q;ht him witll both p:tws. 
The bear quickly tore at the lad's 
ller1h and before Keep :- r Stevl'nsou 
(!OUld Rec11re hh; club whlrh :;tood on 
tllo far side of lh~ pen, harl ch ewed 
h im. 1p1ite badl:r . A f ew hLJnl blows 
over the head was a.1.JUut all lh~ bear 
wanteu ,mrl h e. rt!t rented l12aving t ho 
lad f rtll! tn craw l out of <langnr. 

He wu~ C::! rrie(l to the Loc l1er lwme 
nnu fro1u thcro was hu1Tietl l<> Petos­
key hospital wh l! rc his Injuries were 
d ret.se 11 ~u uo11es were brolcen a11tl • 
th 1:i u ,H.: l c:; are no t badl y inj 11·('1I. 

J le should recover r a p :l llY i( cumpll­
cations d n uut 1;\?t in autl viithiu 0, 

f P. \\' !lnys shon ld be out .in ,l about 
n~; a i11. 

The Petoskey Evening ews & Daily Resorter 
Tuesday, September 4, 1917 

CITY PARK ELK TURNS MILITANT 
Tries To Annex More Territory 

Prepares Secretly and Then Charges Fence; 
Keeper, Armed With Pitchfork, Retreats 12 

Time 

The eight-year-old bull elk in the City Park has 
been running amuck ince Sunday morning, and as 
a result Charles W. tephenson the park keeper 
has been having his hand full. 

The elk has a powerful spread of antlers which 
hav developed since he shed his old ones last 
April. Until a few days ago they were 'in the 
velvet, • but on Sunday the animal decided they 
were hard enough to do business with, and 
proceeded to begin the demolition of the high wire 
fence which encloses his domain. 

Visitors fled when he began the job, and the 
keeper and assistants were notified. An attempt to 
put up another layer of wire proved difficult 
because the elk objected and pushed the new 
fencing away with hi born . Finally with the aid of 
a pitchfork used as a prod, and a pail of oats, 
temporary strength was added to the enclosure and 
yesterda Mr. tephenson put in most of his time 
doubling the number of posts and making ecure the 
extra wiring. The animal would kill some one if he 
got out, said the keeper. 

Mr. tephen on worked inside the enclosure 
when he set in the new posts and packed the 
bedding of both old and new. He worked with a 
pitchfork handy, but at least a dozen times he had to 
climb the fence as the animal charged him. 

A by-stander from Grand Rapids told of an elk 
in the Grand Rapid park that tore away fencing of 
heavy logs. One heavy cross log became balanced 
on the rebel ' s antler and he ran between two good­
sized trees with it o and broke both trunk quare 
off. 

Mr. Stevenson says the animal will become more 
docile in a few days. 



PETOSKEY CITY PARK aka SW AN LAKE CITY PARK 

Petoskey Even ing News 

Wednesday, April 13, 1921, page 1 
i 

,M~~T ~Hr ~~b~ 
mn ~t r~~~~ 

KEEPER ST~PHENSON SAYS 
THEY ARE WORRYING 

ANIMALS. 

Charles Stqihc11su11., carda \<.:11 at 
tlw <;:ity park. reports lhat· a numl>er 
uf tl pg-s have l.H:cn }ltir;;istin•_r in _cha;.:;­
iug: the new!r ttcqtJin: d Mi.chiJ,:an <l ee r 
ju~: placed in the park. ,. All efforl: 
of the kc-cpl' r, :.:hurt l)f srtuoting,· • he 
do:;s! l:avt:.• ava ileu little and the wi) r ­

ry ii1g· (Jl th 1.• 'l' )ll'l'tty ::nin::ds cun­
t inur~. 

fr. Slcphenson wou1'. d li ke to have 
dol'.' ownel'S keep their ani mals unt of 
the 1ia rk and if th is i,- not done mav 

' • • I 
lin1I it. ncce;-;::-nry to use :! tifh.\ on . 
so:ne of thL' int ruders. Accol'lling tu ' 
rnles ~wJ regulatious of th is par ( 
dog:s nr~ , ot. allowi.:d inside it· bonn­
darii:s . 

************ 
The Levering Local 
Thursday, January 8, 1925 
Page 1 I Pet.:i~Kt~y-T_lw big- blal'k bear nt 
1 t.hn rtty park tR rlead. Ile had been 
I at l he park for ~~veral yt'.arn and had 

! ~ruwn to- a great size. 



Northern Michigan Review 
January 18, 1951 

:_cfty_=GI;~ri~ ~n k, •• ·.-· •L··.. .• .-d,._. i·\\'· .. _ 1,r at -:;_._ ·-a-n .t ·,. . • : 
r '. -,Pet~skei -~~cepte<(a ,~arran~ 
deed to • property · at·· ·tl'1e· ··east. 
epd of Winter Sport;; :park aoJ­
joining Bay View-ave. from Mri 
and Mrs. William 1Hodgkiss antl; 
Mr. and Mrs. H. W.' Douma, at 
t~io'n . . • 
- :r'he ~f land; <150~9; 
root, _ ·includes -..· a. - sharp ... incline: 
V{~ti : can· be used - for' · skilhg,; 
:bump jumper riding or othet; 
~uch activity.' The land was: 
·gi_ven· un~er_ a _ contract •with·:sL~ 
~a:uses, .:'which, ·if . violated·, will 
\:aµse th~ land to revert -to ·the-- _. .:. .• 

,owners. 
.. Conditions include: 
)-: 1-Land will be--, used· i:?nlY 
for parks ·and recreation for the 
.p~blic; 2-No b~dfng _,or · sig_ns· 
may be eret:ted; .~No- drilling· 

/-fo~ .oil or P~-~ ,b~ .... _'.p~~-:; 
ted~"i--l-No trees--..br . sF.ruos, will_ 

..,be permitted to gro)'I'· over~four 
f~et high; 5-Wood- p6s~ or; 
rails may be used for· -a · 1fue 
1e.nce but this . must . not be 
rogher than four feet .arid can{ 
not be .·a · solid ience: 6-Th~ 
former owners • shall have th~ 
right to repair (at their own ex-:-: 
pens"') the underground septi~ 
field if such need should arise: 

c ·ouncil expressed • thanks to; 
Mi . . and Mrs. Hodgkiss · and IV~ 
a.D,!i Mrs. Douma for their • g~~ 
erosHy and _civic_ .mindedness. • 

PETOSKEY WINTER SPORTS PARK 



PETOSKEY CITY PARK aka SWAN LAKE CITY PARK 

SWAN LAKE. CITY PARK, PETOS KEY . M ICH IG A N 

Post card dated , August 18, 1912, Cook Publisher, Petoskey, Mi. 

'· • :-~ .... ... , . 
• ... ·s: 

-
•·Driveway" City Park, P c.- to!!key, Mich. 

Post card dated, June 20, 1908 


